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Moderator:Moderator: Good morning, distinguished guests, members of the 

diplomatic corps and our special guest Jacques P Leider, ladies 

and gentlemen. Welcome all of you today talk show on “Rakhine 

Issue: Discussion on fi nding solutions” sponsored by Myawady 

Media Group. From my personal point of view, I feel that this is a 

very important issue and this is the fi rst time event that we have 

broken the ice into the world in the current situation of Rakhine 

State. First of all, I would like to request the panel members and 

participants to give a very warm welcome to Dr Jacques P Leider. 

I will talk briefl y on the opening remark of the discussion on fi nding 

solutions. So the problem in Rakhine State is to be a bigger one like 

this. Looking back at the history the problem started even before 

the partition of Muslim Indians and Hindu Indians. At that time, 

the leader of the Muslim India Muhammad Ali Jinnah wanted the 

Muslim enclave in the northern part of Rakhine since then. After 

the separation of Muslims and India which was Pakistan, India and 

East Pakistan, the northern area of Buthitaung, Maungtaw and 

Rathetaung that still in the territory of State called Burma. Before 

going on the topic, I would like to tell you about the well-known 

story of the Arab and the Camel or the elephant and the man. 

First, the camel asks for a pitch of just a nose and the head and 

the elephant ask for the trunk and head only.

Talk on Rakhine Issue: 
Discussion on fi nding solutions
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After a while, the whole body of the camel was in the tent. 

The Arab man the same happened to the men when the whole 

body of the elephant is in the tent and the man has to run out. So 

the proposal of the Muslim enclave in the northern part of Rakh-

ine would seem like the same story. There are many things that 

Muslims have been living in the northern part of Rakhine for many 

centuries. It is true we accept that. Please let me point out some 

very few things. The name Buthidaung, Maungtaw and Rathetaung 

are Rakhine and Burmese names. Buthidaung in Burmese means 

the hill of the GOURD FRUITS . And Maungtaw was the name of 

the local administrator, Maung Taw. And Rathetaung in Burmese 

means the hill of the hermit. So I would like to tell you all names 

Buthitaung, Maungtaw and Rathetaung. All are the territories of 

the traditional Rakhine and other ethnic minority groups, not of the 

Islam or Muslim groups. If you now look at the international arena, 

there is a very straight word called Islamophobia. Due to the mass 

migration  of north African people to the southern Europe, People 

in Europe are now feeling about the heat of the Muslim population 

explosion. So when it comes to the Islamophobia, I can say that 

Myanmar is no exception in that case. The problem in Rakhine is 

seen by a broader picture just tip of an iceberg which is the world 

domination aim of the Islam.In the regions of many other places 

such as southern Thailand, southern Philippines and Nigeria are 

facing the same expansionism problem.
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Another point I would like to highlight is the most important part 

of my discussion. It is the reporting of the international mainstream 

media because in Buthitaung and Maungtaw sixty years ago, the 

population ratio of the local Burmese and the ethnic Rakhine to 

Muslim infl uence Bengali settlersstood at 97 to three. 97 ethnic 

groups and three percent Muslim Bengali people. But now it is 

fl ipped to three to 97. Now the local population is just three per-

cent. And the Bengali settlers are 97 percent. This is the fact that 

the international mainstream media never reported in the news. 

And also the scholars, the researchers, international organizations 

including the INGOs, will never report this kind of thing.  Instead, 

our own people Rakhine, Mro, Daingnet are the minorities and 

the Muslim settlers are majorities. The reason was that the growth 

rate of the Muslim population in Rakhine was 19.1 percent annu-

ally while that of the Rakhine and other ethnic minorities was just 

1.91 percent. I would like to highlight another fact that the motto 

of the media people is that people has the right to know but I want 

to say them all of them the people have the right to know the truth 

not just all of the people over the world has the right to know the 

truth. Not like the exaggeration, allegations or negative reporting. 

Another thing I would like to point out is that in Rakhine, Bengali 

settlers are not only the Muslim communities there are also many 

Muslim communities such as Kaman who have been living in this 

land for centuries and served under successive Burmese Kings 

as royal archers.
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If you go to Rakhine Area and try to fi nd out you will not see 

any problem between Kaman or Rakhine, Mro, Daingnet, and 

Burmese ethnic groups. These Kamans have been enjoying the 

Myanmar tradition, Myanmar citizenship for centuries. From the 

geopolitical point of view, Rakhine is at the start of Chinese oil and 

gas pipelines which was established by the People Republic of 

China. I feel that it is now whether Rakhine is being created into 

a certain hotspot. It could become a regional security issue. Now 

is the term of my esteemed scholar who will discuss with in-depth 

knowledge in analysis of Rakhine Situation. Thank you very much.  

Dr Jacque P LeiderDr Jacque P Leider: Respected audience, thanks for the invitation 

and the Rakhine Introduc-

tion. I am surprised to be 

invited to this talk today. As a 

historian, I am able to share 

some lines on the complex 

issues that we are going to 

discuss today.Whatever we 

say, we will be criticized. 

That will I say be criticized 

those who have different in-

terpretations. History needs 
to get true facts this kind of discussion and different perspective. 

There would be there might be controversial. We should not be 

afraid to express our different opinions but also have the patience 

to listen to each other. Now I am glad as I was invited as a foreign 

academician. And I was told I could express myself freely.
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So I want to express my appreciation for that and to declare 
to share my views as a historian. We have already been having 
discussions very lively discussions before the talk show. And I think 
that we don’t agree on every point. I am happy we don’t agree every 
point. Otherwise, this would be very boring. And it would not be a 
very lively conversation.  I want to say clearly my personal opinion 
in this matter. If it does not come, it doesn’t matter. I want to relay to 
information that I have gathered in my work. And I also want to say 
that ultimately it is the Buddhists, the Muslims, Hindus, Christians, 
and their children who will have to fi nd a way to live together. He’s, 
not me,not Kofi  Annan who has submitted a report. Not any other 
experts are talking about Rakhine State. We are not going to live 
there. Outsiders have the duty to contribute to the discussions to 
somewhere for peace. No one was interested in Rakhine State 
for a very long time. Please ask me and I will tell you over the last 
decade. Beyond that there was very little interest in this area. Now 
is the fi ve years. It does not start to make the headline all over the 
world. Nonetheless it seems that ongoing very clearly slow-moving 
efforts to bring change. The perspective as they are described in 
the media and I agree with the moderator did not really change and 
this was not help in this very diffi cult time. I would like to say my 
part just as an example. It has not been mentioned. Then now, in 
this very diffi cult moment one community does not we did see that 
kind of riots that we saw fi ve years ago. In Rakhine state, the army 
is accused of human rights violation and even the genocide. The 
foreign media sees the army as the main aggressor. But for many 
people inside the country they do not see the role of the army in 
the same way. Now in this statement I would like to be heard U Ko 
Ko Hlaing who makes in this introductory statement. 
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U Ko Ko HlaingU Ko Ko Hlaing: Thank you, distinguished guest, moderator and 

Mr Leider. And also I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to 

the organizer, Myawady Media Group for arranging this event. I 

think this is the fi rst time in Myanmar to talk such a sensitive is-

sue on level-playing fi eld along with the international scholar. So 

in my introductory remarks, I would like to start with a disclaimer. 

Even though I am a former military offi cial, but what I speak in this 

talk is nothing concerned with any state institution including army, 

Myawady Media Group or any government agencies. This is my 

own assessment, my own opinion. This is the fi rst point. It is very 

important I think. Another one is that my intention to participate in 

this topic that is not to provoke, distrust or animosity or any negative 

things to worsen the current confl ict.  I would like to contribute for 

fi nding a solution for this issue. Enough is enough. This is time to 

consider the effective way to solve this longstanding confl ict. I used 

to say that chronic as well as acute disease of our society. But to 

solve the problems all the analysts agree that we need objectivity, 

impartiality, to make a comprehensive and thorough analysis to 

fi nd the truth. I totally agree with Mr Moderator, the right to know 

the truth but the truth is not a single dimension. Generally, the truth 

is like two-sided coin.
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We need both sides to see but unfortunately, international me-

dia could portray this issue, I am very sorry to say, one-sidedly.They 

portray the real perpetrators, real culprit, the bad guy-Myanmar 

military, Myanmar government, this country, and the other side 

they elaborated the most-persecuted minorities in the world. They 

are victims. That is followed the political correctness or the moral 

superiority, to protect the victims to protect the weak. It is a must 

but there is a moderator mention about that in the confl ict area. 

The native people are minorities, real minorities four percent to 93 

percent now, that’s why I choose my title for the local narrative. 
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